
                                      Children’s Magazine for Early Readers 

 

Department of Early Literacy and School Libraries, NCERT, aims and works for 

promoting Early Literacy, children’s literature and new pedagogies of reading , writing , 

research and teacher training . Children in schools do not get ample opportunities and 

environment to engage themselves in a meaningful process of reading and writing. There 

is also a dearth of children’s literature and other reading resources for children. Keeping 

this in view Department of Early Literacy & School Libraries has decided to bring out a 

children’s magazine for early learners. 

 

                                                         CONCEPT NOTE     

 

Children have a natural instinct to read.  Presence of language all round encourages & 

inspires them to read and make meaning. The power of literary writings gives them 

opportunities to reflect on the world around them and beyond the limits of their 

immediate surroundings. They are always curious to know more and explore the meaning 

behind the written texts.  

 

The  scenario in the schools is very discouraging for reading in primary classes. As 

children come to school, they get  involved in the tedious process of providing acceptable 

answers to numerous questions of the textbooks. This process of mechanical engagement 

with textbooks hampers the child’s growing interest in reading. The  dry & mechanical 

methodology of teaching reading through textbooks gives no opportunities of reading 

with meaning & independent reading by making use of skills of prediction, cuing. The  

focus on rote memorization & decoding. Further  lack of relevant children’s literature 

increases the gap between children and meaningful and pleasure reading. 

 

The National Curriculum Framework 2005 states – while reading is readily accepted as a 

focus area for language education, school syllabi are burdened with information-

absorbing and memorizing tasks so much , so that the pleasure of reading for its own sake 

is missed out. Opportunities for individualized reading need to be built at all stages in 



order to promote culture of reading and teachers must set the example of being members 

of such a culture. This requires major means of encouraging reading. The development 

and supply of a range of supplementary reading material relevant to all school subjects 

and across all grades require urgent attention. A great deal of such material, though of 

varying quality, is available in the market, and could be utilized in a methodical manner 

to expand the scope of  

classroom teaching of a subject. Teacher training programmes needs to familiarize 

teachers with such material, and to give them yardsticks by which to select and use it 

effectively. 

 

There is a dearth of relevant resources and opportunities for teaching reading to young 

children in schools. Children coming from economically well off families have access to 

books and other print material like newspapers, magazines in their homes. These children 

grow up observing their elders reading. However, their counterparts from rural and poor 

urban classes have no access to print environment. In schools there are only textbooks 

and children are not provided with any other print material. Even while purchasing books 

for school library, teachers and authorities do not consider it important to buy books for 

students of classes I and II assuming that these students are unable to read yet. As a 

result, children are deprived of reading opportunities which further distances students 

from learning to read with comprehension and derive meaning from the text. It is also 

important that while reading children should enjoy their reading by relating to it. 

 

Surveys have shown that there is a paucity of appropriate children’s literature for classes 

I & II.  Keeping in view the present scenario, the Council’s Department of Early Literacy 

& School Libraries has decided to bring out a children’s magazine for early learners. As 

we know a magazine has its own unique advantages. It is different from a story book or a 

book on rhymes because it caters to different genres and provides children with rich and 

varied language experiences. Magazine has a very wide canvas enfolding stories, poems, 

drama & humour.   

 



The Department will bring out a quarterly children’s magazine. The magazine would 

cater to the needs of children in classes I and II by providing them with relevant, 

interesting reading material in a simple format. Each issue of the children’s magazine will 

be linked to the next either through a story in sequential order or activities. This format 

will help in connecting and relating the children with the magazine. Features like ‘color 

it’, ‘name it’, ‘do it’ will give children an opportunity to expand their imagination and 

creativity. In this manner, children will look forward to the issues of the magazine and in 

the due course of time will become enthusiastic readers.  

 

The magazine will be bilingual in nature. i.e Hindi and English. Learning to read English   

is still a challenge specially in early stages. The present practice of teaching English 

concentrates on teaching through letter and sound recognition which is far from meaning 

making that actually is the essence of reading. It is imperative that material in English 

should also have a context and familiarity for children. Therefore, the magazine will 

focus on providing children with reading opportunities in English through relevant,  

age –appropriate and culturally familiar material. It will include features like rhymes, 

short stories & narratives, language and numeracy based activities. Illustrations will hold 

an important place in this section as they would provide support in reading and 

understanding the text. It will make possible for children to predict and make guesses in 

the process of meaning making.  

 

Children’s literature is a very vast category which gives scope for minute observations, 

assessments and personal interpretations by the reader. It is not confined to the major 

genres but writing a diary, communicating with children through letters etc. and the 

mysteries of geography, history, science and maths come within its gamut. Arts and 

aesthetics holds special place in children’s literature. This magazine will highlight 

children’s expressions and creativity by giving place to their drawings and writings. 

 

The magazine will give importance to children’s world which comprises of things like 

trees, pet animals, shoes, chalk, toys etc.  Children attribute lifelike qualities to things 

around  them and have their own perspectives. This magazine has been designed to give 



space to the child’s perspective of this world. It is important to appreciate their world as 

they see it. Their writings expressing their flight of imagination will be presented in the 

magazine. They will be given opportunities to write about situations which may not be a 

part of their real world. 

 

There will be flexibility in the format of the magazine. However, each issue will have a 

section to cater to the creative writings of children. The magazine will also give 

importance to multi-lingual content to make children aware of different languages. The 

magazine will reflect holistic understanding of children’s interests and experiences.  

 

Keeping in view our focus areas you are requested to send material for children’s 

magazine based on the following criteria: 

 Children’s creative writings. 

 Age-appropriate (classes I & II) writings for children by adults. 

 Children’s daily life experiences. 

 Related to children’s context & environment. 

 Related to children’s imagination, 

 Presentation of different genres in writing 

 Relevant and detailed illustrations supporting the text. 

 

Please send your contributions either personally or through e-mail to: 

Prof. Manjula Mathur 

Head, Department of Early Literacy & School Libraries 

Chacha Nehru Bhavan, CIET,NCERT 

Sri Aurobindo Marg 

New Delhi-110016 

e-mail- readingcell.ncert@gmail.com 

Phone no.- 011-26601483,Fax- 011-26601483 
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